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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ DAY 2018 Comes To A Close Following CELEBRATORY
CONCERTS
In ST PETERSBURG and NEW OORLEANS

PARIS - SAINT PETERSBURG, 07.05.2018, 07:48 Time

USPA NEWS - International Jazz Day 2018 came to a Phenomenal closed on May 2, 2018, in St. Petersburg, following an
Extraordinary All-Star Global Concert at the Historic Mariinsky Theatre that capped off Several Days of Educational Outreach
Programs across the City. 

International Jazz Day 2018 came to a Phenomenal closed on May 2, 2018, in St. Petersburg, following an Extraordinary All-Star
Global Concert at the Historic Mariinsky Theatre that capped off Several Days of Educational Outreach Programs across the City. 

The concert, led by artistic co-directors Herbie Hancock (USA) and Igor Butman (Russia), was streamed Live by the United Nations
and UNESCO and on www.jazzday.com. It featured Performances by an International Roster of Artists including Oleg Akkuratov
(Russia), Till Brönner (Germany), Oleg Butman (Russia), Terri Lyne Carrington (USA), Joey DeFrancesco (USA), Fatoumata Diawara
(Mali), Vadim Eilenkrig (Russia), Kurt Elling (USA), Antonio Faraò (Italy), James Genus (USA), Robert Glasper (USA), David
Goloschekin (Russia), Hassan Hakmoun (Morocco), Gilad Hekselman (Israel), Horacio Hernandez (Cuba), Taku Hirano (Japan),
Anatoly Kroll (Russia), Gaoyang Li (China), Rudresh Mahanthappa (USA), The Manhattan Transfer (USA), Branford Marsalis (USA),
James Morrison (Australia), Moscow Jazz Orchestra (Russia), Makoto Ozone (Japan), Danilo Pérez (Panama), Dianne Reeves
(USA), Lee Ritenour (USA), Luciana Souza (Brazil) and Ben Williams (USA). John Beasley (USA) served as Musical Director.

The All-Star Global Concert included Special Remarks from the International Jazz Day Co-Chairs: UNESCO Director-General Audrey
Azoulay and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Herbie Hancock. The Evening Showcased Incomparable Musicians from around the
World and their Unique Interpretations of Jazz. Inventive Pairings included The Manhattan Transfer delivering an Exhilarating Version
of "Birdland" with the Moscow Jazz Orchestra, and Renowned Saxophonist Branford Marsalis performing "As Long As You're Living"
alongside Acclaimed Vocalist Kurt Elling, German Trumpet Sensation Till Brönner and Italian Pianist Antonio Faraò. The Stunning
Vocalist Dianne Reeves Joined Forces with Russian Saxophonist Igor Butman, Japanese Pianist Makoto Ozone, and American rising
Star Bassist Ben Williams for a Breathtaking Performance of "In A Sentimental Mood." The Concert concluded with the Entire Cast
performing a Heartfelt Rendition of John Lennon's Beloved Peace Anthem, "Imagine."

Leading up to the All-Start Global Concert, St. Petersburg hosted a Wide Array of Programming including Master Classes and
Workshops with Oleg Butman and Lee Ritenour; Panel Discussions exploring Jazz and Peace, Women in Jazz and Jazz and Roots
Music; and jam sessions with the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz Performance Fellows.

Earlier in the Week, the International Jazz Day festivities kicked off in New Orleans with an International Jazz Day Salute to New
Orleans Concert at the Historic Orpheum Theater. Thousands attended this Free Concert commemorating the 300th Anniversary of
the Founding of New Orleans, the Birthplace of Jazz. The Show opened with an Only-In-New Orleans Second Line fronted by the
Preservation Hall All-Stars and Featured Performances by Herbie Hancock along with Patti Austin, Philip Bailey, Bilal, Terence
Blanchard, Jon Cleary, Ledisi, Quiana Lynell, Herlin Riley and many others. The Concert will stream on www.jazzday.com at 7pm et,
following the Broadcast of the All-Star Global Concert from St. Petersburg at 4pm et. In Addition to the Live Concert, a Series of
engaging, In-School Jazz Education Presentations were led by the Institute's Teaching Artists and Educators at Schools across New
Orleans. 

Celebrated around the Globe each year on April 30, International Jazz Day highlights the Power of Jazz as a Force for Freedom and
Creativity, promotes Intercultural Dialogue through Respect and Understanding, and unites People from all Corners of the Globe.

International Jazz Day was adopted by the UNESCO Member Nations on the Initiative of UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Herbie
Hancock. Established in Partnership with the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz, the Day is recognized on the Official Calendars of
both UNESCO and the United Nations, and it is celebrated in more than 190 Countries on all Seven Continents. Each year, Schools,
Universities, Libraries, Jazz Clubs, Performing Arts Centers, Artists and Arts Organizations of all Disciplines around the World pay



Tribute to Jazz through Thousands of Performances, Education Programs and Community Service Initiatives.

Source : Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz
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